Where Do We Go From Here?

Walking through the halls at schools, watching the horrific stories on the news, | cannot help but
step back, examine our world, and wonder how it should be. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., dreamed of a place
where prosperity reigned, a world in which all of God's children could thrive harmoniously. So, where do
we go from here: chaos or community? Do we continue to watch our society spiral downward or do we
step up and mold a new place that truly does live up to Dr. King's standards.

The chaos that exists around us is very apparent. At school, one cannot walk ten paces without
hearing a curse word, and the television content now shown is quite shocking. As a high school student, |
experience all of the pandemonium that directly affects me, but the chaos in the world is even more mind-
numbing. In Uganda, children are forced to sleep in the streets to avoid being kidnapped and forced into the
military. In India, some girls are bom into prostitution. In the Sudan, horrendous genocide has ravaged their
nation killing over 20,000 human beings. In America, almost everyone glances at someone and instantly
casts judgments. These seemingly harmless judgments contribute to the prejudice and stereotypes that
continue to infect our nation. But what are we going to do about the chaos?

In order to overcome the confusion and hatred we must create a community. The last five letters of
this word are the most important; U-N-1-T-Y; unity. In order to triumph over our troubled world, we must
stand united. We need to tear down all of the stereotypes and cliques ravaging our schools. How can we be
united as a school if we hate the person next to us? Because the majority of hatred derives from the lack of

knowledge, we must work to provide an environment where everyone can learn about other's beliefs.

An adult once told me that we are a generation that is not easily satisfied. We strive always



to have our way, and | completely agree. We are unbelievably determined when it comes to our desires. We
will run any race, jump over any hurdle to get what we want. Well... let's want peace, let's want unity, let's
put our determination into making our world a better place; a place without humans Killing other humans
for no reason; a place where prosperity reigns. Can you imagine? | know it may sound hard but, we arc a
generation that is extraordinary: a generation the world has never seen before, a generation that is color
blind, a generation that can stop the prejudice and hatred destroying our nation, a generation who will
march boldly ahead in the face of opposition, a generation that will not conform to the existing patterns of
this world.

Let's work together, united, for a common cause: a better world. This is our generation. This is

our time. Let's make a difference and create a true community!





