
 

 

 Arlington Animal Services 
attended City at the Market 
event at the Downtown 
Farmer’s Market on September 
29, with the mobile pet 
adoption trailer. A puppy and a 
cat were both adopted during 
the event. Golden PAWS senior 
volunteers were also present 
with handcrafted treasures. 

 A multi-departmental task force composed of Code 
Compliance, Police, Fire, Community Development and 
Planning, City Attorney, Water Utilities, and Financial and 
Management Resources worked together to bring properties 
into compliance. The task force spent several months 
collecting information about possible illegal activity along Inez 
Drive near Bowen Road and Pioneer Parkway. Search 
warrants were executed to inspect the 10 properties on June 
21, and since the inspection, the nuisance property 
conditions have been substantially cleaner, and the illegal 
business related to the storing of repossessed vehicles has 
ceased. 

 The Dangerous and Substandard Structure team closed eight 
cases, including the voluntary rehabilitation of six structures 
and demolition of two structures. 

 Arlington Animal Services Volunteers total hours worked 
during fourth quarter were 140% higher than the same period 

last fiscal year;  4Q FY2011 totaled 1,902 hours, and 4Q 
2012 totaled 4,565 hours. 

 Code Compliance issued close to 300 citations and a 
Dangerous Building Judgment to the Cedar Place and 
Woodbine apartment properties. Both properties are under 
new ownership and have begun rehabilitation. 

 As part of the City’s efforts to address concerns about West 
Nile Virus, Code Compliance Officers worked diligently to 
investigate complaints of stagnant and foul water to help 
eliminate mosquito breeding sources during the Summer 
months. Of the 1,037 investigations, staff issued 115 notices 
of violation and 43 citations.  

 The Arlington Public Library has received a $49,572 grant to 
promote early learning among low-income children. The award 
is part of a $2.5 million National Leadership Grant program. 
The Library will partner with Arlington ISD, Mansfield ISD, 
United Way of Tarrant County, and Child Care Associates. 
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This issue of the Arlington Strong Neighborhood Initiative (ASNI) covers the 
fourth quarter of fiscal year 2012. The report includes neighborhood and 
community events, partnership activities, and progress made implementing 
the fiscal year 2012 Business Plan during the months of July through 
September. Milestones focus on the areas of People, Opportunity, and Place. 
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 On August 29, members of Randol Mill Park West Citizens On 
Patrol served home-cooked barbeque meals to park 
employees, crews from Fire Station 4, and the mail carrier as 
a thank you for the service they provide to the neighborhood. 

 The Arlington Public Library's "Lee y Seras" program, which is 
part of Arlington Reads, is designed to help parents foster 
early literacy skills at home to prepare their children for 
school. The six-week program introduces participants to oral 
language, phonological awareness, alphabet knowledge, and 
writing and math awareness.  At each session, parents and 
children participate in activities together to build this skill. At 
the end of the class, parents are able to check out a kit, 
which comes with a game and a book that focuses on the 
literacy skills. Families can keep the kits for a week and then 
exchange it for a new one the following week. 

 Free bike safety classes were offered to Arlington residents 
on September 8. Participants learned bike skills and how to 
ride safely in traffic. Arlington bike patrol officers also visited 
with the class about traffic safety laws. The class was made 
possible through a grant from the Arlington Tomorrow 
Foundation. 

 During the 22nd America-
Japan Grassroots Summit, 
the Ishinomaki Senior Little 
League team came to 
Arlington for a three-day stay 
with local host families. The 
team toured City Hall and 
learned some Arlington 
history before playing several 
baseball games at Randol 
Mill Park. Mayor Robert Cluck 
proclaimed the week of 
August 28 to be “Japan 
Week” in Arlington. 

 The renovation of Clarence 
Thompson Park was completed, including a new parking lot 
and walkways. 

 Over 700 services were provided for pets of qualifying 
Arlington residents who participated in spay and neuter and 
vaccination clinics. A grant award from the Arlington 
Tomorrow Foundation and community partnerships are 
helping build a safer, more thriving Arlington.  

 The City and Arlington ISD collaborated to provide parents 
with information about how to protect their children from 
West Nile Virus. All students in the district were provided a 
letter for their parents at the start of the school year. 

 The 6th Annual Light Up Arlington took place on July 3. The 
event was a huge success with over 40,000 people gathering 
in downtown Arlington to 
celebrate Independence Day. 
Entertainment was provided on 
two stages, and retail and 
informational vendor booths 
lined  Abram Street. Boomtown 
Children’s Area had countless 
act iv i t ies including face 
painting, train rides, bounce 
houses, and a petting zoo. With 
Levitt Pavilion seating packed, 
the street was soon overflowing with citizens to watch the sky 
light up as fireworks were shot off the top of City Hall. 

 Thornton Elementary held its Fall Festival in September with 
over 500 attendees. For the first time, a student-led 
community clean up was held. While all of the fun and 
activities were taking place, people came by East Arlington 
Renewal’s “Pick It Up” table to learn more about the initiative. 
Students walked the campus with teachers, police officers, 
and fire fighters to pick up trash and help beautify the school 
grounds. 

 A  N a t u r a l l y  F u n 
Neighborhoods event took 
place on September 22 
with The Fishing Librarian 
at F.J. “Red” Kane Park. A 
similar event on September 
8 took an interesting twist  
when an algae bloom 
affected the ability to fish. 
Instead, the program was 
quickly changed to a Read-
In Arlington event, where young readers enjoyed books and 
stories by the pond in the park. 

 Children ages kindergarten through 5th grade participated in 
a creative writing and learning workshop at Arlington Animal 
Services (AAS) on August 14. AAS Manager Chris Huff and 
Arlington Reads Manager Yoko Matsumoto led the class of 18 
youth, which expressed their creative thoughts in writing with 
illustrations about Dora the Cat’s adventure.  

 The Arlington Public Library’s Children’s Summer Reading 
Club drew nearly 5,000 elementary school children and 644 
junior high and senior high students. Students recorded the 
number of hours they read and received free books. Ditto 
Elementary and Lamar High School had the highest 
participation. 

The 4th annual Ecofest Arlington event took place on September 22, with 15,000 visitors to 
the downtown area. Ecofest is a free, daylong, family-oriented event that helps build a sense 
of community, stimulates environmental awareness, and promotes stewardship across 
North Texas. The day was filled with entertainment from local musicians, numerous classes 
on DIY projects such as making rain barrels, and kids activities including Bike Safety Town, 
climbing walls, and a petting zoo.    

Vendors lined South Street from West Street to Center Street, providing information on 
services as well as products and food to visitors. Several non-profit organizations and City 
departments were also on hand to meet with attendees. 

Ecofest Arlington thanks all its sponsors for making the event a roaring success. 

Ecofest Arlington 
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P ARTNER INIT IATIVES  
 In response to years of complaints about Lamar High School 

students gathering and “hanging out” at the Walgreens 
Pharmacy across the street from the school, “The Rec” 
initiative began in October to help give students an 
alternative.  The initiative is a cooperative effort among North 
Davis Church of Christ, Arlington Police Department, 
Walgreens, Arlington ISD, and Arlington Library Services. The 
church opens their gym to students each Tuesday and 
Thursday, with church volunteers and police officers present 
each day to interact with the teens.  Since its inception, over 
30 teens have participated each week.   

 Creature Comfort Animal 
Clinic donated 100 puppy 
kits and 100 kitten kits to 
Arlington Animal Services. 
During September, people 
that adopted a puppy or 
kitten received the free kit, 
which consisted of pet 
products to help protect the health of the young animals 
against heartworms, fleas, and ticks. 

 United Way Arlington facilitated two meetings of the Arlington 
Resource Sharing Group on August 1 and September 5 at the 
Tarrant County Sub-courthouse on East Abram Street.  Topics 
included Working with Immigrants and Strengthening Services 
for Domestic Violence Victims.  The group meets the first 
Wednesday of each month to share information and 
coordinate resources for Arlington families. 

 Community Enrichment Center (CEC) held their annual Back 
to School Carnival on August 18. They provided school 
supplies and clothing to families in various CEC programs, 
including their transitional housing program in Arlington for 
15 families experiencing homelessness.  

 Big Brothers Big Sisters hosted a summit in August for boys 
called Just the Guys at Rangers Ballpark.  Designed 
specifically for boys ages 13-18, presentation topics ranged 
from safe dating, anti-bullying, and self respecting. The 
summit included a stadium tour and Rangers game tickets. 

 HOPE Tutoring, in partnership with UT Arlington and Arlington 
ISD, offered a free two-week summer program for students in 
grades 6-8.  UT Arlington provided meeting facilities and one 
instructor, and AISD supplied the bus service. The purpose 
was to place each student in a successful environment to 
improve science and math skills, and to expose them to a 
college campus. Twenty-four Arlington students attended and 
95% showed improved scores based on pre and post-tests. 

 The Youth Services division of Workforce Solutions for Tarrant 
County offers interactive job readiness training to help 
prepare youth for college and learn occupational skills. 
Together with Arlington Animal Services, several motivated 
youth were provided summer positions working in various 
areas of the animal shelter. Many of the youth worked in the 
kennels, some worked assisting the veterinarian, while others 
performed administrative duties, and assisted with radio 
dispatching for field staff. 

 The Arlington Tomorrow Foundation held a workshop about 
their new grant application process on September 19. 
Information about timelines and giving categories were 
introduced, as the Foundation marked their five-year 
anniversary of serving Arlington. 

 Arlington ISD, and Arlington 
Police and Fire Departments 
hosted “It’s Our School” 
events in east Arlington at 
Morton, Thornton, and Johns 
elementary schools, Carter 
Junior High, and Sam 
Houston High School. The 
program empowers youth to 
take ownership of their 
school campus clean-up 
efforts. 

 Keep Arlington Beautiful was awarded the Governor’s 
Community Achievement Award in July. The award is given 
each year to Texas communities that effectively engage 
citizens, businesses, schools, government, and youth to keep 
their city beautiful through environmental programs. 

S UMMER R EADING P ROGRAMS 
Summer Reading for Children, Teens, and Adults 
Every summer the Arlington Public Library offers a summer reading 
program that promotes the benefits of reading in the summer and 
maintaining good reading skills for the upcoming 
school year. This year’s children’s theme was 
Dream Big, READ! with 4,888 children 
participating, an increase of 14% from last year. 
Teen participation in the summer reading 
program Own the Night  totaled 644 teens, 
which resulted in an increase of 24%. Between 
the Covers, the adult program, had 991 
participants, an increase of 1.6% from last year. 
Overall, the Library’s summer reading program 
resulted in an overall increased participation of 
31.5%. There were 144 summer reading club 
programs including school visits, which resulted 
in 5,727 attendees.  
 

Foster Summer Library 
This past summer Arlington Public Library staff joined forces with 
Foster Elementary staff to offer library services to the community. 

Nestled in the Rolling Meadows Building 
Equitable Community, library staff made 10 
visits to Foster Elementary in June, July, 
and August to offer materials available for 
checkout as well as disseminate 
information about library programs and 
services. During this time, 317 community 
members made use of the Foster Summer 
Library and 348 library items were checked 
out in the process.  
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A BOUT A RLINGTON’ S S TRONG N EIGHBORHOOD I NIT IATIVE 

The goal of Arlington’s Strong Neighborhood Initiative is to reinvigorate 
Arlington’s neighborhoods and ensure sustainability by leveraging    
resources, increasing citizen participation and encouraging community 
stakeholder collaborations. 
 
The key to developing ASNI is formulation of strategic alliances and 
partnerships that capitalizes on the influences of collaborative efforts. 
Emphasis of the initiative focuses on mobilizing citizens for dialogue, 
deliberations and collaborative problem solving. 
 
For more information on ASNI, visit the website at: 
www.arlingtontx.gov/planning/asni 
 

 The Public Works and Transportation 
completed a survey of street conditions in 
southern Arlington in July. A specialized 
vehicle that uses lasers and photography 
took digital images of the pavement surfaces 
and recorded the degree of roughness and 
distress. This data will be used to determine 
the possible slate of upcoming repairs. 

 New fire apparatus was ordered in September. A new 
technical rescue team vehicle for Station 8 will replace the 
current trailer configuration that holds equipment for the 

team. Station 8 is located at 
2020 Madison Drive. In addition, 
Station 1  (401 W Main Street) 
and Station 9 (909 Wimbledon 
Drive) will add new vehicles as 
part of the Natural Gas Well 
Response Program. 

 In July, the Parks and 
Recreation Department 
opened a one-of-a-kind 
playscape at River 
Legacy Park. Inspired by 
t ree houses ,  the 
equipment winds into 
the treetops, integrating 
nature and adventure 
with swings and slides.  
T h e  2 0 0 8  B o n d 
P r o g r a m  p ro v i d e d 
$600,000 of funding to pay for construction of phase one of 
the playground. 

 This summer, water and sewer renewals and pavement 
improvements were completed on West Abram Street between 
Cooper Street and Jimat Drive. 

 

C APITAL I NVES TMENT 

N EIGHBORHOOD I NVES TMENT 
 T h e  P a r k s  a n d 

Recreation Department 
partnered with Heart of 
Arlington Neighborhood 
Association to install 
new picnic tables, 
benches, trash cans, 
pet waste stations, and 
park rules signage in 
Julia Burgen Park. 

 The Parkview neighborhood held their last work day for the 
Summer on their community garden park on August 18. 
Garden boxes were improved with soil and mulch, and lunch 
was provided by the neighbors. The park is located at 421 
Circle Drive. 

 New construction took place at several parks. A pedestrian 
bridge was completed in Fish Creek Linear Park, connecting 
the neighborhoods with SE Green Oaks Boulevard. Shade 
structures were completed over spectator areas at the MLK Jr. 

Sports Center and over playgrounds at several parks including 
S.J. Stovall, Randol Mill, Woodland West, H.A.D. Dunsworth, 
and Gene Schrickel Jr. parks. 

 Three skateparks will soon be coming to Arlington thanks to 
the Parks and Recreation Department and the non-profit 
group Cody Rocamontes, Inc. These outdoor skate facilities 
are planned for 
Vandergriff, Randol 
Mill, and Burl L. 
Wilkes Parks. The 
largest of the three 
skate parks will be at 
Vandergriff Park and 
cover 31,000 square 
feet. This park will 
contain features for 
b e g i n n i n g  a n d 
advanced skaters as 
well as shaded 
seating. 
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